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Case 1: Preventive Oral Care
A 2 year old uninsured boy presents to your office for a routine well child examination. He lives in the city with his mother, who is pregnant, and she has some questions:
	*At what age should children start to brush and floss? 
	*At what age should children see a dentist?
	*Does he need fluoride supplementation?
On examination of the oral cavity, the teeth appear to be in good condition.
	*What preventive oral care you can provide for the patient in the office?
	*Is there any preventive oral health advice for his pregnant mother?

Case2: Dental Trauma
A 32-year-old father presents to the urgent care center with his 3 year old son.  They were playing catch in the yard when the son got hit in the face with a ball.  As the dad was running toward his son to help him, he fell and hit his face.  He reports he and his son each have a “knocked out tooth” which the father has stored in milk.   He called his dentist’s office, which was closed, so he came to the urgent care center. Your triage nurse notes your patients are each missing their left upper front tooth.
	*What is the difference between tooth intrusion and tooth avulsion?
	*Describe differences in treatment of intruded primary and permanent teeth.
	*Describe differences in treatment of avulsed primary and permanent teeth.
	*How should someone care for an avulsed tooth at home?

Case 3: Dental Infection
A 39 year-old-woman presents to the office with pain in his left lower molar. You notice redness and swelling of his gum line. She is afebrile but you notice mild swelling in the left lower face.
	*What are the different types of dental infections, and what type does the
	patient likely have?
	*What are signs and symptoms of a dental emergency?
	*What are the major oral bacteria?
	*Which antibiotics are used to treat dental infections?

Case 4: Edentulism
A 76 year old veteran presents to your office for a routine follow up visit.  During the examination, you notice that most of his teeth are decayed and many are missing.  The patient admits that he has difficulty chewing many solid foods, particularly meat, because of his poor dentition.
	*What complications can occur from missing some or all teeth?
	*What are the indications for dentures and tooth implants?
	*What complications can arise from dentures and tooth implants?
	*Describe denture care.


Oral Health Resources:

American Dental Association 
www.ada.org

Dental Trauma Guide: evidence-based website for dental trauma management
www.dentaltraumaguide.org

Mouth Healthy: oral heath resource for patients from the American Dental Association
www.mouthhealthy.org

Oral Health Risk Assessment Tool: document from the American Academy of Pediatrics
http://www2.aap.org/oralhealth/docs/riskassessmenttool.pdf

Smiles for Life: STFM national oral health curriculum
www.smilesforlifeoralhealth.org





